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repeal of dispossession laws
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GENEVA - UN experts* today urged the Syrian Transitional Government to
suspend the application of the laws that resulted in systematic
dispossessions and displacement under the previous regime and to
initiate a process in the People’s Assembly to review and replace them
with new regulations.

“Under the previous regime, Decree No. 66 (2012) and Law No. 10 (2018)
privileged property interests of a wealthy minority at the expense of the
housing rights of families of average or modest means. These legal
instruments led to the widespread displacement and dispossession of
thousands of families for the benefit of a privileged elite,” the experts
said.

They called on the Transitional Government and the newly established
People’s Assembly to ensure that the future Constitution proclaims and
protects the right to housing in line with international law.

“Syria has a historic opportunity to transform one of the world's largest
displacement crises into an inclusive and sustainable recovery. The
country needs and deserves international support to achieve this goal,”
the experts said.

“We welcome efforts for reconstruction and resolution of arbitrary
displacement and dispossession. However, we fear that redevelopment
plans are facing administrative and financial delays and failing to address
the deprivation of internally displaced persons, refugees, and the families
of the missing and detained.”

The experts noted that the 2025 Constitutional Declaration proclaims the
right to property, and the importance of private and family life (Articles 13,
14 and 20), but remains silent about the right to adequate housing.

The Constitutional Declaration establishes that “all exceptional laws that
have harmed the Syrian people and are inconsistent with human rights”
are to be deemed cancelled (Article 48). “While the Transitional
Government has not presented an exhaustive list of laws fitting this
description, we can only conclude for now that the previous legislation
remains the law of the land,” the experts said.

“A transitional justice approach to peace and reconciliation in Syria
requires addressing the socio-economic root causes of the conflict and
discredit of the political class,” they said. “A future constitutional
settlement for Syria should proclaim and protect the right to adequate
housing, in line with international human rights law.”

“These laws cannot lay the foundations for the reconstruction of a society
aiming for a future of peace. International human rights standards must
be at the forefront of the social, institutional and architectural
reconstruction of modern Syria.”

The experts have written to the Transitional Government of Syria raising
these concerns.



*The experts:

« Koldo Casla, the Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate
housing

« Paula Gaviria, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of
internally displaced persons

« Bernard Duhaime, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion of
truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence

Special Rapporteurs/Independent Experts/Working Groups are
independent human rights experts appointed by the United
Nations Human Rights Council. Together, these experts are
referred to as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights
Council. Special Procedures experts work on a voluntary basis;
they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work.
While the UN Human Rights office acts as the secretariat for
Special Procedures, the experts serve in their individual capacity
and are independent fromany government or organization,
including OHCHR and the UN. Any views or opinions presented
are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent
those of the UN or OHCHR.

Country-specific observations and recommendations by the UN
human rights mechanisms, including the special procedures, the
treaty bodies and the Universal Periodic Review, can be found on
the Universal Human Rights Index https://uhri.ohchr.org/en/

UN Human Rights, country page - Syrian Arab Republic

For inquiries and media requests, please contact: Omar Fassatoui
(omar.fassatoui@un.org)

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts,
please contact Maya Derouaz (maya.derouaz@un.org) or
Dharisha Indraguptha (dharisha.indraguptha@un.org)

Follow news related to the UN's independent human rights
experts on X: @UN_SPExperts.
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