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Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
PALAIS DES NATIONS + 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND
WEB : www.ohchr.org/coisyria * TEL: +1-22-9171234 « FAX: +41-22-9179007 + E-MAIL: ohchr-coisyria@un.org *

Established pursuant to UN Human Rights Council Resolution S-17/1 (2011), extended by 19/22 (2012), 21/26 (2102), 22/24 (2013), 25/23 (2014), 28/20
(2015), 31/17 (2016), 34/26 (2017), 37/29 (2018), 40/17 (2019), 43/28 (2020), 46/22 (2021), 49/27 (2022), 52/30 (2023), 55/22 (2024), and 58/25 (2025)

REFERENCE: COISYRIA/29/2025

11 September 2025

Dear Foreign Minister Al-Shaibani,

My fellow Commissioners and I would like to express our renewed appreciation for your
government’s support to the mandate of the Commission through Human Rights Council resolution
58/25 and our cooperation since. We are looking forward to meeting you soon in Damascus.

In line with our mandate, we are currently investigating a range of violations alleged to have
occurred in Suwayda governorate during July 2025, including the unlawful killing of civilians, torture
and ill-treatment, abduction and looting and destruction of civilian property, in preparation for our
upcoming briefings to the UN Human Rights Council in September and General Assembly in
October.

In this regard, as requested through our focal point within the Ministry, we would like to seek

access to Suwayda’ and other areas hosting people displaced from Suwayda’ for our team of

investigators within coming weeks. In addition, if feasible, we the Commissioners could also conduct

a one-day visit to Suwayda’ during our upcoming visit to Syria, for instance on 18 September, in

order to prepare for the investigative visit by the team by meeting community leaders and members
of civil society.

During these upcoming visits, we would be grateful for information from the interim

authorities concerning the violent events in Suwayda’ governorate and the overall context in which

they occurred, including the preceding late April violent events in Jaramana and Ashrafiyat Sahnaya,
Rural Damascus, as set out in further detail in the Annex to this letter.

We thank you once again for the Syrian interim government’s support and look forward to
our meeting and continued engagement in furtherance of our mandate.

Sincerely,

M 1 P

Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro
Chair, United Nations Independent International
Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic

H.E. Mr. Asaad Hassan al-Shaibani
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
Syrian Arab Republic
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Request for information regarding incidents and events under investigation occurring in
April and July in Rural Damascus and Suwayda’ governorates respectively and related
contextual information

The Commission would be grateful for information from the interim authorities concerning

the below listed incidents under investigation occurring in April and July in Rural Damascus and

Suwayda’ governorates respectively, as well as concerning the overall context before, during and

after their occurrence. If it would aid in identifying the particular incident or support the interim

government’s own investigations, the Commission would be pleased to provide further information,

subject to the informed consent of sources and in line with standard practices, through its focal point
within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In this regard, the Commission has obtained reliable accounts detailing incidents involving

killing and injuring of civilians, abductions and acts of humiliation and degradation — including the

forced shaving of Druze men — as well as looting and the destruction of civilian property. We are

also looking into allegations of forced displacement of Bedouin communities. We would be grateful

for any relevant information the interim authorities may provide, pertaining to events occurring on
the dates and in the locations listed below:

Between 27 and 30 April 2025, civilians were reportedly killed, injured and detained in the

context of attacks on residential neighbourhoods and armed clashes in Ashrafiya Sahnaya,

Jaramana (Rural Damascus) and Suwayda’ governorate.

On 11 July 2025, a civilian was reportedly held captive and ill-treated by a group of unknown =
armed men on the Damascus-Suwayda’ highway, reportedly triggering further abductions of
civilians by armed men in Suwayda’ governorate.

Between 13-16 July 2025, civilians were allegedly killed and injured, both in clashes andin =
house raids in different parts of Suwayda’ governorate, including Suwayda’ city and
surrounding villages, including Al Tha’la, Walgha and Al Marzr’a villages. Civilian property
was allegedly looted, damaged and destroyed, including religious sites such as churches and
at Druze shrines in al Majdal, Najran and Qarrasa, including by being set on fire. In
Suwayda’ National Hospital specifically, civilians, including medical personnel, were
allegedly killed and injured on 15-16 July.

On 20 July 2025, the Druze Sheikh Abdullah shrine in Beit Jin, Jabal Al-Sheikh area, Rif =
Dimashq was allegedly attacked and damaged.

Between mid-July and mid-August 2025, humanitarian workers were allegedly abducted in =
Suwayda’ city, Suwayda’ governorate.

In this context, the most useful forms of assistance for the Commission are the facilitation of
unrestricted access to victims or witnesses known to the interim government and the provision of
materials, imagery of incident sites, assessments of any munition remnants, forensic data, expert,
military and/or forensic reports, as well as maps and any other relevant documentation that could be
shared with the Commission.

We also note the identical letters dated 16 July 2025 from the Permanent Representative of

the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations regarding the alleged killing and injury of civilians

and members of the interim authorities’ security forces in airstrikes by the Israel Defence Forces on

that date and would be grateful for further details on these alleged attacks. We also welcome

information regarding the 30 April 2025 airstrikes which allegedly hit residential area in Ashrafiya
Sahanaya, Rural Damascus with casualties reported.
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Further, we would appreciate information regarding the interim authorities’
operations in Suwayda’ governorate prior to the escalation and since 13 July and whether
the interim government’s operations in Suwayda were deemed law enforcement or military
operations, or a combination thereof. In this context, we welcome information regarding
the number of internal security forces and armed forces deployed locally in Suwayda
before, during and after the escalation, and information regarding the operational
relationship, if any, between these forces and the tribal fighters who took part in the
Suwayda’ confrontations. We would also be grateful for information on the locations and
timings of clashes and attacks between the internal security forces, Bedouin and tribal
fighters and Druze fighters respectively and related casualty figures, as well as information
on specific incidents in which civilians and those who had laid down their arms, were killed
and injured.

The Commission is aware of the interim government’s numerous meetings with
the Suwayda’ community leaders since December 2024. In this context, the Commission
would also be grateful for information regarding the interim government’s efforts to
protect civilians before and during the clashes involving Bedouin and tribal fighters and
Druze fighters, including on the Suwayda’-Damascus highway. In this regard, the
Commission would appreciate information regarding official statements, orders and
communications made by the interim authorities to security forces, factions affiliated with
the interim authorities and tribal fighters with the aim of protecting civilians in the lead up
to and during the Suwayda’ July incidents. In particular, we would welcome information
concerning what actions the interim authorities undertook to address alleged human rights
violations as soon as credible information concerning alleged unlawful killing, injuring,
degrading treatment and abductions of unarmed civilians and widespread looting and
property damage and destruction and forced displacement emerged.

We have also received information regarding the alleged abduction of women and

girls from Suwayda’ governorate, as well as allegations of rape and sexual violence. We

would be grateful for any information that the interim authorities may have regarding these

allegations and whether any individuals have been investigated and/or arrested for such
actions, as well as efforts to inform family members of abductees of such investigations.

Regarding humanitarian assistance, the Commission has received information

about alleged restrictions to the delivery of humanitarian assistance to Suwayda’
governorate in the immediate aftermath of the mid-July violence. It would appreciate
information on this as well as on measures taken by the interim authorities to address the
mass displacement of civilians, both Druze and Bedouins, some of whom are reportedly
still prevented from accessing homes and villages located west and north of Suwayda’ city.

Concerning accountability, we note reports that members both of the internal
security forces (under the Ministry of Interior) and the armed forces (under the Ministry of
Defence) have been arrested for their alleged role in crimes committed in Suwayda’ and
have been referred to the judiciary. We would be grateful for further information regarding
the number of individuals arrested and detained; their ranks and functions in regular forces,
or alternatively under which armed group they operated; the legal basis for their arrest; the
charges that have been brought against these alleged perpetrators; and the courts in which
these cases will be tried. We also seek information on any other sanctions applied to
members or commanders of forces in relation to these events, such as formal reprimands,
dismissals, transfers, or relief of command. We note the 31 July announcement by the
Ministry of Justice regarding the establishment of a committee to investigate the recent
events in Suwayda’. We have sought a meeting with the committee during our upcoming
visit to Syria, and look forward to its findings, which we encourage the interim authorities
to publicize.


https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syria-forms-committee-investigate-sweida-violence-2025-08-01/
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Last, we would be interested in information regarding the steps taken by the
interim authorities to prevent future violence in Suwayda’, as well as in other areas of the
country, including by addressing online and offline hate speech and all forms of incitement

to sectarian violence.
kkk
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