A Letter from the people and residents of Idlib

Governorate and Aleppo countryside to the United
Nations and the Security Council

Mr. Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General ol the United Nations
Mr. Geir Pederson, the United Nations Secretary-General's
Special Envay for Syria

Delegates ol the member states ol the Secunty Council

We, the signatories of this letter, on behalf of all the people of
Idlib Governorute, the western and southern countryside of
Aleppo Governorate, and the people ol other who are currently
residing in the region, would like 1o inform you the lollowing:

- We have been informed tha the government of the Syrian
Begime has informed you that it is conducting its military
aperalions in cooperation with its allies based on the appeals it
received from the people of ldlib governorate to rid them of
“terrorism”. Therefore, we would like to inform vou that despite
of all the various difficulties we are experiencing, which you all
know, we did not ask the government of the Syrinn Regime and
its allies from the Russian forces, the lranian forces and other
militins o carry out military operations neither (o come Lo our
areas. we would like o make it elear for you that we do not
welcome the arrival of these forces to our areas at all.

= The military operations of the Syrian Regime forces and their
allies (the Russian forces, the Tranian forces, and other militias)
are being conducted in o brutal and indiscriminate manner,
which has resulted in the killing of hundreds of civilians and the
demolition of thousands of homes and infrastructure in the Qalat
al-Madiq areas in Hama governorate, Khan Shaikhoun, Maret
AlNuman, Artha and Sarageb in Idlib governorte. It also led,
according 1o the United Nations various agencies’ reports, o the
displacement of “600000" six hundred thousand people during
December 2019 and January 2020, that ruised the number of
displaced people in the reginn ™ 16300007 one million and
eight hundred and Gty thowsand sccording w the sume repons.
Consequently, this led 1o the crowd of “3500000° three million
and hall million people in nurrow areas adjacent (o the Turkish
border, that would cause a lot of risks, whether healih issues or
loss of shelter and insufficient response of humanitarian
orgamizations (o cover the mereasing needs resulting from this
displacement in addition to the risk of huge uncontrolled waves
ol mass exoduses to all parts of the world, especially 10 Turkey
and Evropean countries,
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-We call on you 10 act quickly and agree (o take a decision that
is the frame for a real and practical mechanism for an effective
international intervention plan to protect civilians, which stops
the complete collapse, the loss of more lives, wrbanism in the
region and provides real protection Lor civilians.

=In the absence ol international intervention w protect civiliuns
in our areas and the Russian-Tranian-Syrian behavior o destroy
and displace, and taking into account, that we do not recognize
the authorization given to the Russian and Iranian forces by the
Syrian Regime’ government which is illegitimate for. we
consider the Russian and lranian forces as “Occupalion "so we
are entitled 1o resist them under international laws,
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