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STATEMENT ON THE CHALLENGES AND RISKS THAT HUMANITARIAN WORKS IS FACING AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF ITS CONTINUITY IN NORTHWESTERN SYRIA

In light of the latest developments in northwest Syria, mainly in the shift of power and the reported attempts
by local civil authorities to impose control over local institutions using military force. This new dynamic on
the ground will most likely raise fears of the possibility of impacting humanitarian activities, institutions or
individuals, through subjecting them to systematic violations - such as kidnapping, arresting humanitarian
teams, or assaulting organizations - in addition to impacting humanitarian organizations due to security
concerns and military tensions taking place around humanitarian facilities, which will prevent beneficiaries
from reaching the facility. Taking into consideration the huge shortage of humanitarian aid in northwest
Syria, following the waves of displacements that occurred in 2018, which have led to more than 40% of the
population to become internally displaced, continuing humanitarian responses, supporting local governing
entities - especially directorates of health, education and other local governing institutions- protecting aid
workers and neutralizing them from conflicts is unequivocally necessary and urgent to protect more than 3.5
million civilians in northwest Syria from any potential humanitarian catastrophe which may take place as a

result of political and military changes.

Over the past seven years of the conflict, humanitarian organizations in northwest Syria have achieved
notable accomplishments in the fact of the greatest humanitarian crisis of our time. This success was achieved
in cooperation with local institutions and administrative bodies by creating and implementing transparent
mechanisms of monitoring to provide medical and humanitarian aid to those in most need without
intervention of any political or military bodies, despite all the challenges they have faced them. The recent
decisions to freeze funds to these humanitarian and medical organizations that continue to provide vital
assistance will be devastating to those we serve. We still work on improving the conditions of activities to

guarantee the arrival of aids to the beneficiaries despite these limits and decisions.

Any changes as a result of military control or of military operations in the region should fully take into
consideration protecting the neutrality of humanitarian actors and prevent the intervention of military and

political authorities in the operations of humanitarian organizations and facilities, and their personnel.

The undersigned organizations and institutions call for:
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-1All the military and political bodies to neutralize humanitarian institutions, including the administrative
directorates and local councils which provide services from any military and political encounters in the
region. Any intervention in the humanitarian operations will render these bodies fully accountable of the
cessation of humanitarian activities and the catastrophic results on the 3.5 million civilians in the region,

which no one can bear.

-2All UN agencies involved in humanitarian responses in general and UNOCHA in particular, to work with
all military and political bodies and the countries involved in the humanitarian operation, to guarantee the
continuation of humanitarian operations and delivery of urgent aids, while protecting civilians, humanitarian
institutions; organizations, directorates, and local bodies. from any struggle and avoid any military escalation

which the civilians alone, especially IDPs and other vulnerable groups in Syria, bear their results.

-3All influential countries in the region, particularly “Istanbul Group” and the countries patrons of the de-
escalation agreement and the buffer zone agreement to do their best to contain the heated conflict on

controlling north west Syria through political efforts.
-4The UN Special Envoy to Syria to exert every possible effort to ensure that equitable

political solutions to succeed at the expense of any military solutions and to take into consideration
continuing the humanitarian operations without interruption and that civilians and humanitarian workers are

not being used as bargaining chips.
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Ps: To comment on this statement and to communicate with the media, you can contact us by e-mail

coordi nator@syrianna.org
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