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Office of The Secretary General

Press Release



SNC Meets with the Foreign Minister of Portugal

A delegation from the Syrian National Council (SNC), headed by Dr. Burhan Ghalioun, met on
Tuesday January 3, 2012 with the Foreign Minister of Portugal, Mr. Paulo Portas. The SNC delegation
briefed Mr. Portas on the latest developments with regard to the difficulties the Arab League
observers are facing, and the Syrian regime's continued practice of killing and torture. The SNC
delegation also requested that Portugal work with the European Union to assure international
protection for civilians and to dedicate funds for relief assistance for those Syrians negatively
impacted by the regime's practices.

The SNC delegation also provided a summary of last month's General Assembly meetings in Tunisia,
and explained that the General Assembly represents all sects and ethnicities in Syria in addition to
activists on the ground. The delegation urged the government of Portugal to demand Assad's ouster
and to leverage its economic, cultural, and political influence on Brazil that continues to support
Assad.

The Foreign Minister expressed his view that the optimal solution would be Assad's ouster. He
indicated that large-scale defections from the regime and the army would not occur unless the
International Community and the Arab World exerted significant pressure to accomplish this goal.

The meeting took place in the context of the SNC's ongoing work to refer the Syrian situation to the
United Nations to secure the required protection of Syrian civilians and to put an end to the killing.

For commentary, please contact Ausama Monajed, Advisor to the Secretary General of the Syrian
National Council. Email: amonajed@gmail.com
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The SNC was formed to represent the Syrian Revolution politically; embody its aspirations in toppling
the regime; achieve democratic change; and build a modern, democratic, and civil state.



