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Violence continues to escalate in Syria, which has already become the world's largest humanitarian
crisis.

In early August alone, no fewer than nine hospitals were deliberately targeted in the Idlib region and
civilians were hit in Douma, Zabadani and elsewhere, killing more than one hundred Syrian citizens,
including women and children. Hospitals, just like schools and markets, must be particularly
respected. Hospitals are neutral spaces where people should be able to seek vital health care safely.

These are only the latest tragic illustrations of the massive and systematic human rights violations in
Syria by the regime and its allies as well as ISIL / Da'esh and other armed groups.

All parties to the conflict have to respect International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the protection of
civilians.

Those responsible for the numerous grave violations of human rights and the murder of thousands of
civilians must be held accountable. 

The EU will continue to support all efforts to reach a lasting political solution by mutual consent
based on the Geneva communiqué of 30 June 2012 and in line with relevant UNSC Resolutions.
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